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Art Attack SF Presents:

Ferris Martinez
‘LAST WE HEARD’



Art Attack SF is an art gallery based in San Francisco’s Castro District, dedicated to representing and showcasing 
contemporary work by emerging Bay Area artists with an emphasis in illustration, pop culture, and graffiti. Since 2012, Art At-
tack SF has been recognized for its unique commitment to fostering community and establishing relationships with local artists 

and collectors. The gallery presents approximately twelve exhibitions each year.



Ferris Martinez

Cover:  ‘We Are’, Oil on Canvas 59” width x 39” height. Price: $1,450.00
Above: ‘Aphantasia / Production’, Oil on Canvas, 20” width 24” height. Price: $950
‘Dogmatist’, Acrylic, mixed mediums on Canvas. 24” width x 36” height. Price: $950.00

Ferris Martinez is a visual artist living and working in San Francisco, CA. 
Stemming from an early love of comics, his work quickly gravitated towards a 

representational approach, focused specifically around the figure. Recently he has 
been making a shift towards incorporating abstract marks into his practice. It is his 

hope that this merging of styles will result in a new, vibrant body of work.



This recent body of work is many things to me: an ode to my obsession with detail, a 
love letter to the human figure, a joyful - and frankly, surprising - synthesis of explo-
sive color and loose mark making. More than this however, these pieces represent a 
shift in my practice towards risk, that quality that elevates the materials to something 
beyond canvas, oil and pigment. As one whose artistic tastes have always veered to-

wards the visually literal, the importance of this change cannot be understated; far too 
often I have found myself wedded to the reference material to the point of stagnation, 
resulting in work that, while technically proficient, was increasingly less enjoyable to 

create. 
 

Above: ‘In Bloom’, (Detail), Oil on Canvas 16” width x 20” height. Price: $850
Right: ‘Covet’ , Oil on Canvas 48” width x 36” height. Price: $1350



Perhaps most crucially then, this show is a snapshot of an artist in willing flux, embrac-
ing play, learning how to work without fear and reservation. And while I do not think 
I will ever get away from the representational (and not that I want to!), in these paint-
ings, which for so long have stared back at me from the walls of my studio, I believe I 
have lighted upon something vital and rejuvenating; it is a new direction that serves as 
both a reminder of what has come before, and what is possible in the future, and I am 

eager to continue...

 



‘The Oneiric / Stay’
Somewhat atypical of my normal approach (though I suspect that is 
changing - and I am all for it), I started putting marks down before 
there was any reference material. All too often I begin depicting ele-
ments that exist in life, and while there is nothing inherently wrong with 
that, it can eventually lead to a somewhat stifling practice. To remove 
myself from that, I threw down everything I could think of - a panoply 
of colors, all manner of marks and line, large and small shapes, the 
overarching aim being to create without an end goal in mind. It was, in 
a word, freeing.
 
As I was nearing the completion of this stage, a thought had taken 
root - I wanted to capture something of the individual during this time 
of quarantine, not as a people quietly shuttered within their homes and 
apartments, but rather as they saw themselves - or perhaps as I hoped 
they saw themselves: shimmering, overbounding, a luscious swirl of 
inner life. Yes, this is a portrait, but less so of a particular person - in-
deed, I hope it is more representative of a burgeoning hidden light that 
we all still hold, but have had to subue as we collectively ride out this 
pandemic.

‘Anything / Everything’
 

While the majority of my work first stems from a particular 
memory or emotional experience, this painting began as 
a sort of technical challenge - I wanted to create a decon-
structed portrait, to honor my love of the rendered form, 
while at the same time forcing myself to not be so depen-
dent upon photographic reference. Additionally, under-
girding all of this was a desire to describe myself at a time 
when I was not only exploring a more diverse visual aes-
thetic, but also experiencing a sense of feeling unmoored. 
I felt segmented from myself, without a compass, and I 
wanted to imbue, at least somewhat, the painting with this 
psychological space.

 



‘Hamartia’

One of the more personal pieces in this show, at 
its base “Hamartia” is a portrait of a family mem-
ber. It depicts an individual in the midst of riotous 
change, the pieces of herself churning and dissolv-
ing into something new. There are great tectonic 
shifts taking place here, and while familiar ele-
ments of her former self remain - her hair is a nod 
to this - overall this person is not who they once 
were. Or perhaps - even more likely - they are clos-
er to their true selves than they have been in some 
time.

In the context of my practice, this piece served as 
a watershed moment - it taught me the necessity 
of taking risks with my work. To wit, beneath the 
vibrant swaths of color is a fully rendered face, 
but after looking at the nearly completed paint-
ing, I was struck by how boring it was - I realized 
I had just made something plain and uneventful, 
something that captured nothing of the tumult this 
person - and myself, though to a far lesser degree 
- was undergoing. The decision to cover the face 
was sudden, made without much consideration, 
and immediately the piece came together.

 



‘Baby I’ve Been Breaking Glass, In Your 
Room Again, Listen’

Ferris Martinez
12” width x 16” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $650.00

‘Death of theart’

Ferris Martinez
9” width x 12” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $500



‘This is for You’

Ferris Martinez
14” width x 18” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $800.00

‘You Wouldn’t Get It’

Ferris Martinez
12” width x 16” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $650.00



‘Hamartia’

Ferris Martinez
16” width x 20” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $850.00

‘In Bloom’

Ferris Martinez
16” width x 20” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $850.00



‘Oh Leland, What Have You Done?’

Ferris Martinez
16” width x 20” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $850.00

‘Wolves’

Ferris Martinez
16” width x 20” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $850.00



‘Anything / Everything’

Ferris Martinez
24” width x 24” height
Oil on Canvas
Price: $975.00

‘Aphantasia / Production’

Ferris Martines
20” width x 24” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $955.00

‘The Oneric / Stay’

Ferris Martinez
20” width x 20” height
Oil on Canvas
Price: $900.00



‘Source Material’

Ferris Martinez
24” width x 30” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $1200.00

‘Is it Artificial?’

Ferris Martinez
24” width x 30” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $950.00



‘Covet’

Ferris Martinez
48” width x 36” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $1350.00



‘We Are’

Ferris Martinez
59” width x 39” height

Oil on Canvas
Price: $1450.00



Ferris Martinez

‘LAST WE HEARD’

View these works and more on our website 
www.artattacksf.com
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